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Hamas on October 7th: The 

Teachings of Islam on Display 

(Part 2) 
MAR 2, 2024 11:00 AM BY STEPHEN M. KIRBY  

Part 1 is here. 

In this part we will look at Killing Non-Combatants/Disbelievers, Mutilation, and Burning 
People Alive. 

 

Killing Non-Combatants/Disbelievers 

It is important to note that the distinction between non-combatants and combatants is 
not found in the doctrines of Islam.  Instead, the fundamental distinction is between 
Muslims (believers) and non-Muslims (disbelievers). 

This distinction has been in place since the early days of Islam.  According to the 
commands of Allah in the Koran and teachings of Muhammad, as long as a Muslim 
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remained a Believer and did not violate any of the doctrines of Islam, he was not to be 
harmed by another Muslim.  However, there were three conditions that allowed a 
Muslim to intentionally kill another Muslim: adultery, apostasy from Islam, and killing 
another Muslim without legal authority. 

With regard to non-Muslims, Muhammad taught that their “blood and property” were not 
protected from the Muslims unless they converted to Islam: 

It has been narrated on the authority of ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar that the Messenger of Allah 
said: I have been commanded to fight against people till they testify that there is no god 
but Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, they establish the prayer, and pay 
the Zakat.  If they do it, their blood and property are guaranteed protection on my behalf 
except when justified by law, and their affairs rest with Allah.[1] 

That non-Muslims were to be fought against and were not protected unless they 
converted to Islam is openly proclaimed by Allah in Chapter 9, Verse 5 of the Koran; this 
is the verse referred to by some Muslim scholars as the Verse of the Sword: 

Then when the Sacred Months have passed, then kill the Mushrikun [non-
Muslims] wherever you find them, and capture them and besiege them, and lie in wait 
for them in every ambush.  But if they repent [by rejecting Shirk (polytheism) and accept 
Islamic Monotheism] and perform As-Salat (the prayers), and give Zakat (obligatory 
charity), then leave their way free.  Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

This command of Allah to kill the Mushrikun was followed during the time of Muhammad 
as Muslim warriors attacked unsuspecting, non-Muslim communities late at night or 
early in the morning to the undiscriminating battle cries of Kill! Kill![2] and O victorious 
one, slay, slay!.[3] 

Muhammad even stated that there was to be no penalty for a Muslim who killed a non-
Muslim (disbeliever), with no distinction being made between a combatant and a non-
combatant: 

It was narrated from ‘Amr bin Shu’aib, from his father, from his grandfather that the 
Messenger of Allah said: “A Muslim should not be killed in retaliation for the murder of a 
disbeliever.”[4] 

And it is significant to note that the Muslim scholar Ibn Kathir said this about that 
statement by Muhammad: 

No opinion that opposes this ruling could stand correct, nor is there an authentic Hadith 
to contradict it.[5] 
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During the time of Muhammad there were numerous incidents in which non-Muslims 
were killed by Muslims, whether they had surrendered after battle or were simply non-
combatants. 

For example, after the Muslims had emigrated from Mecca to Medina, the first major 
battle between the Muslims and their Meccan adversaries occurred in March 624 AD: 
the Battle of Badr.  The Meccans were defeated.  Among the Meccan captives were a 
man named Umayya bin Khalaf, and his son.  As they were being led away, unarmed, 
and to be held for future ransom, some of the Muslims recognized Umayya and his son 
and they killed them both with swords.  When Muhammad found out about these 
killings, he made no objection.[6] 

As Muhammad gained power he personally ordered the killing of a number of non-
Muslim poets and others who had criticized him and/or Islam (e.g. Ka’b b. al-Ashraf, 
Abu Rafi’, ‘Asma’ bint Marwan, Abu ‘Afak, and a singing girl named Quraybah). 

Muhammad’s attitude and actions were best summed up in a letter written shortly after 
the Muslim conquest of Mecca in 630 AD.  It was sent to a non-Muslim poet who used 
to satirize Muhammad, from the poet’s brother; here is a portion of that letter: 

Allah’s Messenger killed some men in Makkah who used to satirize and harm him, and 
the poets who survived fled in all directions for their lives.  So, if you want to save your 
skin, hasten to Allah’s Messenger.  He never kills those who come to him repenting.  If 
you refuse to do as I say, it is up to you to try to save your skin by any means.[7] 

So to save their lives from Muhammad, poets had to flee Mecca. 

At one time Muhammad even gave a general order to kill any of the Jews that fell into a 
Muslim’s hands: 

The Messenger of God said, “Whoever of the Jews falls into your hands, kill him.”  So 
Muhayyisah b. Mas’ud [a Muslim warrior] fell upon Ibn Sunaynah, one of the Jewish 
merchants who was on close terms with them and used to trade with them, and killed 
him.[8] 

And there were examples of individual Muslims taking the initiative to kill non-Muslims 
for criticizing Muhammad and/or Islam. When Muhammad was told of these, he gave 
his approval.[9] 

And after the defeat of the Jewish Bani Qurayzah tribe, Muhammad supervised the 
beheading of 600-900 captured males of the tribe.  He ordered that all of the males who 
had reached puberty were to be killed; whether or not they were combatants was 
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irrelevant.[10]  Muhammad sent for them and struck off their heads…as they were 
brought out to him in batches…This went on until the apostle [Muhammad] made an 
end of them.[11] 

Muhammad even specifically ordered that elderly non-Muslims were to be killed: 

It was reported from Al-Hasan, from Samurah bin Jundab who said: “The Messenger of 
Allah said: ‘Kill the old polytheist men, but spare their children.’”[12] 

So we can see that Muhammad not only condoned the killing of non-combatant, non-
Muslims, he even ordered it at times.  The Hamas jihadists were following those orders. 

Mutilation 

There were multiple reports that the Hamas jihadists mutilated men, women and 
children.  Much of the evidence of this was seen on dead bodies.  But for our purposes 
the issue is, did this mutilation occur while the person was still alive or did it occur after 
they died?  We know of two reports that victims were being mutilated while they were 
alive: 

1. “ZAKA personnel reported finding naked, injured women with mutilated 
sexual organs.”[13] 

2. “Sapir, a survivor of the Nova festival, describes a rape incident where the 
terrorists cut off the victim’s breasts followed by cutting her face.  With the 
disfigurement of her face, she collapsed and fell out of Sapir’s sight.”[14] 

This is important, because support for the mutilation of the living can be found in the 
teachings and example of Muhammad. 

According to Muhammad, Muslims were not to mutilate dead bodies. Before he sent 
Muslim forces against non-Muslims, it was reported that he would issue the following 
order: 

… Fight in the name of Allah and in the way of Allah.  Fight against those who 
disbelieve in Allah.  Make a holy war…do not mutilate (the dead) bodies…[15] 

And on another occasion: 

Narrated ‘Abdullah bin Yazid Al-Ansari: The Prophet forbade robbery (taking away what 
belongs to others by force without their permission), and also forbade the mutilation (or 
maiming) of bodies.[16] 

https://www.jihadwatch.org/2024/03/hamas-on-october-7th-the-teachings-of-islam-on-display-part-2
https://www.jihadwatch.org/2024/03/hamas-on-october-7th-the-teachings-of-islam-on-display-part-2#_edn10
https://www.jihadwatch.org/2024/03/hamas-on-october-7th-the-teachings-of-islam-on-display-part-2#_edn11
https://www.jihadwatch.org/2024/03/hamas-on-october-7th-the-teachings-of-islam-on-display-part-2#_edn12
https://www.jihadwatch.org/2024/03/hamas-on-october-7th-the-teachings-of-islam-on-display-part-2#_edn13
https://www.jihadwatch.org/2024/03/hamas-on-october-7th-the-teachings-of-islam-on-display-part-2#_edn14
https://www.jihadwatch.org/2024/03/hamas-on-october-7th-the-teachings-of-islam-on-display-part-2#_edn15
https://www.jihadwatch.org/2024/03/hamas-on-october-7th-the-teachings-of-islam-on-display-part-2#_edn16


5 

 
 https://www.jihadwatch.org/2024/03/hamas-on-october-7th-the-teachings-of-islam-on-display-part-2 

 

So when Muhammad talked about forbidding mutilation, he was talking about how dead 
bodies were to be treated.  This understanding that mutilation applied to dead bodies 
was reiterated by Ibn Hajar, a noted 15th century Islamic scholar, when he explained the 
meaning of mutilation: 

Mutilation means disfigurement of the appearance of a corpse; for example, chopping 
off limbs for it to be remembered (by the opposition), and the likes.[17] 

It should be noted that in Sunan An-Nasa’i we find a hadith stating that: 

…The Messenger of Allah used to stress charity in his sermons, and prohibit 
mutilation.[18] 

The modern commentary for this hadith explained: 

Mutilation means cutting or tearing off the limbs of the person slain (ear, nose, private 
parts, etc.) so that the corpse is debased or desecrated.[19] 

So Muhammad’s command against mutilation was directed toward how dead bodies 
were to be treated. 

It was another matter for those who were alive. 

In Koran 8:12, Allah stated: 

(Remember) when your Lord revealed to the angels, “Verily, I am with you, so keep firm 
those who have believed.  I will cast terror into the hearts of those who have 
disbelieved…smite over all their fingers and toes.” 

“Smite over” their fingers and toes means to cut them off.  Although this verse states 
what Allah had commanded the angels to do when they reportedly helped the Muslims 
during the Battle of Badr, it was also a command for what the Muslims (believers) were 
to do to their enemies: 

Ibn Jarir commented that this Ayah [verse] commands, “O believers!  Strike every limb 
and finger on the hands and feet of your (disbelieving) enemies.”[20] 

Why cut off fingers and toes?  In the commentary about this verse of the Koran, the 
modern Tafsir Ahsanul-Bayan explained: 
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If the fingers of the hands are cut off, they will become unable to move their 
swords.  Similarly, when the toes are cut off, they will be unable to run away.[21] 

And for many years Muhammad had a standing order for the mutilation and then killing 
of a particular non-Muslim: 

I have not seen the Messenger of God send an expedition ever, except he said:  If you 
defeat Habbar cut off his hands and legs and then his head.[22] 

However, after the conquest of Mecca in January 630, Habbar converted to Islam and 
was spared by Muhammad. 

The mutilation of living people was continued by Abu Bakr, who, after Muhammad died, 
became the first of the four “Rightly Guided” Caliphs (these first four caliphs were so 
named because they are believed to have held the most firmly to the teachings of 
Muhammad): 

It is reported that certain women at an-Nujair having rejoiced at the death of the 
Prophet, abu-Bakr wrote ordering that their hands and feet be cut off.  Among these 
women were ath-Thabja’ al-Hadramiyah, and Hind, daughter of Yamin, the Jewess.[23] 

And soon after Muhammad’s death two singing women appeared before Al-Muhajir, the 
Muslim governor of the Yemen.  One of them sang a song reviling Muhammad, and Al-
Muhajir had her hand cut off and a front tooth pulled out.  Abu Bakr wrote to Al-Muhajir: 

Now then: I have learned that you cut off the hand of a woman because she sang 
satirizing the Muslims, and that you pulled her front tooth.  If she was among those who 
claim (to have embraced) Islam, then (it is) good discipline and a reprimand, and not 
mutilation.[24] 

So we can see that the command of Allah, the teachings and example of Muhammad, 
and the examples of the first “Rightly Guided” Caliph, make it permissible for Muslims to 
mutilate those who are still alive.  And the HAMAS jihadists did so. 

Burning People Alive 

There were many reports about finding burned bodies of civilians, some inside burned-
down structures.  Were they intentionally burned to death? 

According to the teachings and example of Muhammad, burning people alive is allowed. 
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Muhammad considered burning Muslims’ houses down around them to compel their 
attendance at congregational prayers: 

It was narrated that Abu Hurairah said: “The Messenger of Allah said: ‘I was thinking of 
commanding that the call to prayer be given, then I would tell a man to lead the people 
in prayer, then I would go out with some other men carrying bundles of wood, and go to 
people who do not attend the prayer, and burn their houses down around them.’”[25] 

In December 627 Muhammad…launched a raid against the tribe of al-Mustalaq and 
they fought back.  So he commanded to set fire to their fortifications all night long with 
the widespread knowledge that women and children were in there.[26] 

In October 630, there was some resistance among the Muslims toward a military 
expedition Muhammad was planning against the Byzantines at Tabuk.  So 
Muhammad…heard that the hypocrites were assembling in the house of Suwaylim the 
Jew (his house was by Jasum) keeping men back from the apostle in the raid on 
Tabuk.  So the prophet sent Talha b. ‘Ubaydullah with a number of his friends to them 
with orders to burn Suwaylim’s house down on them.  Talha did so, and al-Dahhak b. 
Khalifa threw himself from the top of the house and broke his leg, and his friends rushed 
out and escaped.[27] 

Muhammad’s example of being willing to burn people alive continued.  After 
Muhammad died, there were many Arab tribes that left Islam.  This resulted in the Wars 
of Apostasy (Riddah Wars) under Abu Bakr, the first of the four “Rightly Guided” 
Caliphs.  The commander of each army that Abu Bakr sent out had a letter to be read to 
the tribe before it was attacked.  The letter explained that if the tribe did not return to 
Islam, the army commander…will not spare any one of them he can gain mastery over, 
[but may] burn them with fire, slaughter them by any means…[28] 

The commander of one of the Muslim armies was Khalid bin al-Walid. Here is a 
command that Abu Bakr gave to Khalid: 

…kill them by every means, by fire or whatever else.[29] 

And Abu Bakr gave Khalid a specific command when he sent him against the Bani 
Hanifah in Al-Yamamah: 

Kill their wounded, seek out those of them who flee, put the captives among them to the 
sword and strike terror among them by killing and burn them by fire.  And I warn you 
against contradicting my orders. Peace (be upon you).[30] 
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Khalid took Abu Bakr’s admonitions to heart and was known for burning many captives 
alive.  Abu Bakr’s response to this was: 

I shall not sheathe a sword that Allah had unsheathed against the ‘unbelievers.’[31] 

Abu Bakr had even set the example when a captive who had fought against the 
Muslims was brought to him.  Abu Bakr…ordered a fire to be kindled with much 
firewood in the prayer yard (musalla) of Medina and threw him, with arms and legs 
bound, into it.[32] 

The burning continued as ‘Ali, the fourth “Rightly Guided” Caliph, ordered some people 
to be burned alive for being hypocrites. A modern commentary explained this decision: 

The people, who were burnt alive, were the followers of a Jew named ‘Abdullah bin 
Sabah.  They were hypocrites and they were involved in a heinous crime of preaching 
‘Ali’s divinity, so ‘Ali giving a lesson for others, gave them such a severe 
punishment.[33] 

And it is interesting to note that in 2015, the jihadist group ISIS burned alive a captured 
Jordanian Air Force pilot. Soon afterwards an article appeared in their online 
magazine Dabiq that included Koran verses, teachings of Muhammad, and examples of 
Muhammad’s companions to provide the Islamic doctrinal support for the burning alive 
of “the Jordanian crusader pilot.”[34] 

Burning people alive is allowed by Islamic doctrine, and the Hamas jihadists were 
following that doctrine. 

On to Part 3 

In Part 3 we will examine the remaining atrocities. 

Dr. Stephen M. Kirby is the author of six books about Islam. His latest book 
is Islamic Doctrine versus the U.S. Constitution: The Dilemma for Muslim Public 
Officials. 
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